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PLEASE CHECK OUT SPECIFIC DATES, TIMES, PRICES AND OTHER DETAILS AT:  
http://observatory.ballarat.net; bas@cbl.com.au; Phone 03 5332 7526 or 0429 199 312 

 
 

JOIN IN THE SPECIAL UPCOMING 
EVENTS AT THE BALLARAT OBSERVATORY 
LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF COBDEN  
& MAGPIE STREETS, MT PLEASANT.

SCINEMA International Science Film Festival

The largest science film festival in the southern hemisphere; celebrating the power 
of moving image to tell stories about the world, how it works and our place in it. 

Topics: Archaeology and antiquity, Human body and movement, Environment and nature, 
Energy and transport,  Health and medical, Space and astronomy, Innovation & technology.

A Field Guide to the Stars exhibition 
as part of the Ballarat International Foto Biennale

From Friday August 11 until Saturday 19th August.

Photography and astronomy have an intrinsic relationship, reflected in technical advances 
and the collective imagination of space. A Field Guide to the Stars is a group exhibition that 
explores how space might be understood through photomedia. Through a constellation of 
photographic and moving image projects, celestial observatory spaces are conceptually 

linked with contemporary and historical artworks. Featuring seven Victorian & international 
photographers, the exhibition comprises Australian astronomical photography, artistic 
inquiries related to the cosmos, a site-specific camera obscura, vintage photographic 

plates from the Australian Astronomical Observatory, photographs from the Lunar Orbiter 
V (1967) and outdoor video projection events. Central to A Field Guide to the Stars is the 

role of astronomical observatories and archives, as well as an exploration of human 
perception of scale, distance and time.  With its 130-year history, Ballarat Observatory is 

the perfect location to experience this special exhibition under the stars.

Free entry with exhibition from 19 August until 17 September.
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Mountie Primary’s History Restored

A marble plaque that was originally installed in 1906 has now been returned to a place of 
honour in the school. It records the names of the students who in the late 19th century 
qualified to go to university directly from the school. This was at a time before there were 
any State high schools, when the only route to university was via a private school. At 
Mount Pleasant Primary School, evening classes were conducted for older and mature 
age students to enable them to directly qualify to enter the public service, or to gain a 
licence to teach, and to matriculate to enter Melbourne University. The upper levels of 
the school were described as like a training college.

The scheme was established by the first head teacher at the school, William Nicholls, 
assisted by another teacher Thomas Gray and carried on later by Annie Hicks. The 
success of Nicholls’ program was so famous that students from all over Ballarat and 
beyond enrolled in it. Some boarded in town so they could attend the extra classes, 
including in the head teacher’s own home. Many of the students went on to hold high 
public positions and it was they who commissioned the plaque to honour Nicholls. 

By Bill Garner

The plaque is a reminder of how central the school is to the history of the suburb. Before 
becoming head at the State School, Nicholls was head at the Common School at the 
Methodist Church in Morton Street. That, in turn, was the successor to the denominational 
tent school that was established at the reserve in 1855. The direct line between these 
schools is a thread that continues to connect the present school to the beginnings of 
Mount Pleasant.  

The location of the new school on the steep slope of Magpie Hill was chosen to make it 
visible from miles around. It was a monument to free, secular and compulsory education. 
The great march of August 1874, when the 550 pupils at the Common School walked with 
their teachers from the old Common School to their new school in Cobden Street, has 
been re-enacted several times and is a wonderful tradition to sustain.

The restoration of a 110-year-old plaque is a reminder that Mount 
Pleasant State School was not only the first State School in Ballarat, 

but for a long time one of the most famous schools in Victoria.

Historical plaque restored at Mt Pleasant Primary School
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Historical plaque restored at Mt Pleasant Primary School continued ...
When the school was built, the hillside was bare from the ravages of mining, then coming 
to an end in this area.  A gold mine had once been located at the bottom of what became 
the school yard and the land itself had more recently been a dairy farm. Nicholls was 
responsible for levelling the ground below the school to enable games to be played, 
especially cricket. The old scholars who paid for the plaque continued in their affection 
for their old school and later funded the long brick retaining wall and the terraced 
garden.

The original unveiling of the plaque in 1906 was an important event, reported at length in 
The Courier. But it had not been seen for many years after it was removed from the old
headmaster’s office during rebuilding. When its significance was realised, the hunt was 
on. Luckily, the long-time principal, Phil Gladman, remembered that it was stashed 
behind the door of a storeroom. School Council President Suzannah Burton, and Deputy 
Head Jenny Dyer swung into action. Jenny enlisted her son Chris, himself a former pupil 
of the school, to refurbish the 80-kilogram marble tablet and reattach in a prominent 
place, accompanied by photographs of Nicholls and Gray.

Above from left is historian Bill Garner, School Council President Suzannah Burton, Chris Dyer and Principal 
Phil Gladman standing in front of the plaque with photographs of William Nicholls (left) & Thomas Gray (right).

A link with the past has been restored!.
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This newsletter is proudly produced by the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre. Call 5329 3273.   
Email: admin@ballaratnc.org.au; Meet us at Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol                          

Like us on Facebook/Ballarat-Neighbourhood-Centre

Enterprising Communities
On Monday and Tuesday of each week for the last 16 weeks there has been a buzz in the 

kitchen in the Ballarat South Community Hub as the social enterprise warms up for the day. 
The Hub is located in the grounds of the Phoenix P-12 Community College. 

The Enterprising Communities project, supported by the City of Ballarat was hatched by the 
Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre to provide long term unemployed people who are isolated 

within the community to have an experience of work and community engagement. 
Participants in the project prepare food for sale, including healthy snacks. The project builds 

on the on - site relationship between the organisations who have a base in the grounds. 
These include the dental hospital, the school community—teachers, staff and students as 

well as the tutors, staff and students from the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre. 
 

Participants in the project come from English speaking and non-English speaking 
backgrounds. They work efficiently together as a team to gain experience and skills in all 

aspects of kitchen operations. A highlight of the program has been the catering for 120 
people for a Refugee Week celebration in Ballan when the program was only 5 weeks old. 

Food favourites for customers include soup and savoury muffins. 
The first round of participants have just completed their 16 weeks in the kitchen 

and gained a raft of employability skills. Feedback from this group tells us 
they are feeling a more positive connection to their community and more confident 

in their ability to contribute to the workforce.

"We are here because we want to 
work, we come to Australia to do 
something with our life for our 
family. This course makes me 
strong, confident and proud!" 

- Enterprising Communities 
participant 




