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Mt Pleasant Primary School strives to provide a positive, safe and secure 
environment to maximise opportunities for all children. We believe in and 
promote high standards of behaviour based on cooperation, mutual 
respect, self-worth, self-discipline and share responsibility. The following 
values are seen as being central to the life of our school. They provide a 
framework and a whole school language for the development of all 
relationships within the school – students, teachers, parents & community.  
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Mt Pleasant History Walks to start!

The first of a series of walks organised by the Mount Pleasant History Group will be lead by  
historian Bill Garner starting at 2pm on Sunday, April 29. During an informative walk through 
parts of old Mount Pleasant, Dr Garner will talk about the beginnings of European settlement in 
the area including the arrival of the pastoralists, the Cornish camp, the diggers at Miner’s Right, 
and the Chinese market gardeners.  

Walk No 2 at 2pm on Sunday 20 May

Walk No 1 at 2pm on Sunday 29 April

Join local resident and part-time historian, Max Duthie on a short walk around Mount Pleasant. 
The walk will trace the early settlement of the Mount by Cornish miners, show the links between 
church and education and explore the commercial area that served the people  of the Mount 
for many years and was also the terminus of the Mt Pleasant Tram service until 1971. 

Both walks leave from the elm tree on the corner of Barkly & Morton Sts, 
Mt Pleasant Reserve. Places are limited to 20 people so please book your spot 
with Max Duthie via email: mduthie.au@gmail.com or phone: 0407 664 593 

RESILIENCE 
- Aim for excellence. 
- Accept the 
consequences of our 
actions. 
- Acknowledge that 
everyone has the right to 
learn and feel safe. 
- Be open to new ideas.

RESPONSIBILITY 
- Accept and provide constructive feedback 
with the aim to continually improve. 
- Work in a spirit of trust, cooperation and 
genuine collaboration. 
- Persist, even when it is difficult.   
- Try hard to deal with challenging situations 
ourselves, but know how and when to get 
help.  

RESPECT 
- Value and utilise each other’s 
personal qualities, abilities, 
strengths and ideas. 
- Acknowledge and celebrate 
achievements. 
- Act in a polite and courteous 
manner. 
- Be active and responsive listeners.

MT PLEASANT PRIMARY SCHOOL VALUES
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Mountie’s Methodist History

In 1855 everyone in Mount Pleasant was a Methodist. Wesleyan families had settled the area 
the previous year, and they set up a tent as a chapel and school on the flat land near the 
corner of Barkly and Morton streets. Everything revolved around the chapel. 
Later that year, the chapel moved further up Morton Street to the recently proclaimed church 
reserve. Here the tent was replaced by a structure with slab walls and a canvas roof. 

As Trevor Peers tells in his history of the church, over the next century the slab-walled 
building was replaced by a wooden church in 1857 and then in 1865 by the bluestone building 
now squashed behind the 1956 brick church. The Sunday School was given its own building in 
1876. That was replaced in 1907 by the brick Sunday School that remains. Curiously, the ‘new’ 
Sunday School has three foundation stones, including one dedicated by Susan Trethowan, 
who was one of the original Cornish campers.  

Sketch of the 1855 slab-walled church 
in Trevor Peers’ History of the Church.

The dominance of Methodism in Mount 
Pleasant was as much a product of its 
distinctive organisation as its spiritual mission. 
On the diggings, the fate of any new chapel 
was in the hands of its congregation. Small 
group responsibility was at its heart.  

The rapid spread of Methodism depended on 
the initiative of worshipers, not ministers or 
bishops. The successful chapel at Mount 
Pleasant was established by the efforts of the 
Cornish campers themselves—only later did it 
acquire a minister of its own.

As well as the Sunday School, the church also 
operated an ordinary school and so the site is 
symbolic both of Methodist spiritual 
dominance—no other denomination ever had 
the hold on Mount Pleasant of the 
Wesleyans—and of local education. In 1874, 
all 500 pupils at the school—by then a 
Common School—transferred to the new 
State School, the first built in Ballarat.

Photo of the 1865 church by Bill Garner
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Over time, and almost entirely managing itself, the Church became the point of organisation 
for a wide range of community activities. In 1857, the Mount Pleasant Benevolent and Relief 
Association was established to look after the poor and sick of the district. Church visitors kept 
a close eye on the welfare of residents through a program of home calls and reports. It was 
the model for the Ballarat Benevolent Society. A connection to this early welfare activity 
persists as the site is now used by the welfare and housing arms of the Uniting Church.  

Photo of Sunday School officers in 1905.

Methodists led the anti-drink campaigns of 
the 19th century and Mount Pleasant was a 
stronghold of temperance groups. In 1917 the 
Independent Order of Rechabites, a 
temperance group associated with the 
church, organised the planting of twelve 
cedars to commemorate the war service and 
sacrifice of Mount Pleasant men. A century 
later, seven of those magnificent trees are 
alive and healthy. The Mount Pleasant History 
Group has been active in efforts to protect the 
memorial grove, including seeking its listing 
on Ballarat’s Significant Tree Register.   

The congregation started a Mutual 
Improvement Society. It opened a library. It 
promoted debates. It fostered women’s 
groups. It offered young people activities and 
cultural events, especially concerts (singing 
was popular but dancing was a no-no). Every 
year it organised huge Sunday School 
anniversaries – at one reunion the choir alone 
was 200 strong. There were sports teams, 
including cricket and badminton, and, from 
the 1920s to the 1980s, it had the only tennis 
courts in the suburb—a strong social asset, 
open to all.

With the marginal St Luke’s the only competition, Mountie was a Methodist suburb for a 
century and why the Morton Street site is so important. Much of the history of Mount Pleasant 
is connected to that single block of land. The whole site is a memorial to the community 
story. Given this, it is worrying that the land, the buildings, and the trees, currently have no 
heritage protection. The good news is that we expect that lack will soon be remedied. 

Article by Bill Garner

Photo of cedar grove by Michael Taffet
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This newsletter is proudly produced by the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre. Call 5329 3273.  
Email: admin@ballaratnc.org.au; Meet us at Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol                          

Like us on Facebook/Ballarat-Neighbourhood-Centre 
And we are happy to include contributions from local community groups and organisations. 

Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre's New Garden Meet-up Group 

On Friday mornings between 10am and 12pm, a group of volunteers meet and work in the 
Neighbourhood Centre garden, under the guidance of Katie Gillett, who manages the 'Our 
Kitchen" enterprise. The garden grows produce for the cooking program, and to give away 
to Centre users. Its also a great way to meet new people and learn about growing 
vegetables and other gardening skills. 

Along with other volunteers, the group also assists with the native garden. Katie is also a 
Qualified Market Gardener when she is not working at BNC, So there's lots to learn! If you 
would like to join the fun, we meet up every Friday at 10am and then have cake, tea, and 
coffee at 11;30 and plan the next weeks activity, Phone 5329 3273 for further information. 




