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The Mt Pleasant History Group is moving into 2019 with a new structure and an exciting series of 
activities planned. The Leadership Group has expanded into an appointed Committee, and we are 
looking to consolidate the group's activities as the year progresses. Max Duthie is the President of 
the Committee and we plan to introduce you to the Committee members over the next few issues 
of this newsletter. We will continue to meet on the third Thursday of each month at the Mt Pleasant 
Primary School at 1pm and the Committee is currently planning a wide range of activities. Much of 
our efforts this year will be directed to completing the first stage of the Signage Project [now known 
by the title of Discover Historic Mount Pleasant], erecting signs at four locations in the suburb. 

Mt Pleasant History Group

We will be holding 4 evening meetings [1 per term] this year to broaden the scope of our 
presentations as well as catering for those folk who are unable to make it to the Thursday afternoon 
meetings. On Behalf of the Mt Pleasant History Group and Max Duthie [President].

WHAT'S INSIDE: 
02 - The history of Gold Mining in Mt Pleasant 
        Guest Speaker Bill Moy 
 
03 - Observatory Photo Exhibition 
        Primary School Sensory/Culinary Garden 

04 - Community Lunches 
 
05 - Meet the new Primary School Principal 
        Murals at Mt Pleasant Primary School 
 
06 - Mt Pleasant 2018 Christmas Carols

Photograph of Sunnyside Mill with Mt Pleasant in the background taken by Robin Spark 
of Ballarat Drone Photography, who is working with the Mt Pleasant History Group.
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The History of Gold Mining in Mt Pleasant

The Mt Pleasant History Group presents an evening with historian Dr Bill Garner and Mr 
Mal Jones for  you to hear about the strange story of how gold re-shaped Mt Pleasant! 

The story is different from the usual 
Ballarat gold story because the 
Mount was initially settled in an 
effort to get away from the mad 
diggings elsewhere. When the rush 
finally came it shifted the whole 
suburb around and left traces we 
can still see today.  

WHEN: Thursday 4th of April, 2019 @ 7:30pm 
WHERE: Mt Pleasant Primary School, entry via Trethowan Street 
RSVP: Max Duthie on 0407664593

Bill Moy is a fourth generation descendant of a Chinese family that came to the Ballarat 
goldfields in 1897. He will talk about the Chinese that remained here after the Gold Rush to 
forge a new life in our Western Society. 
 
Bill is a life member of the Ballarat Chinese Australian Cultural Society that was formed in 
October 2008 in recognition of the changing needs of the Chinese community in Ballarat. 
The Society has over 150 members with strong links to eight different countries and 
speaking at least 12 different languages. 
 
WHEN: Thursday 21st March, 2019 @ 1pm 
WHERE: Mt Pleasant Primary School, Cobden St, Mt Pleasant 
RSVP: Max Duthie on 0407664593
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Special guest Bill Moy,  a descendant of Chinese that 
came to the Goldfields will speak at History Group meeting

Pictured right, is a view of Mt Pleasant 
looking across the Yarrowee at Sunny 
Corner to a mine on the Redan escarpment 
 (courtesy of the State Library).
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Are you interested in entering a photography exhibition? 
The Ballarat Municipal Observatory and Museum is calling photographers of all ages to 
enter their very best photographs of the moon into an exhibition to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the Landing on the Moon in 1969. 
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Mt Pleasant Primary School Sensory/Culinary Garden

Entries for the Capturing the Moon exhibition 
are now open for acceptance and close at 
24:00 hrs AEST on 31st May 2019. 
Student entry fee: $5 
Secondary Student entry fee: $10 
Adult entry fee: $15 

For more information, visit: 
http://observatory.ballarat.net/events/event/capturing-the-moon-photographic- 
exhibition-notice-for-entries

In 2018 the Mt Pleasant Primary School received funding via the City of Ballarat’s Mt 
Pleasant Engaging Communities Program to develop a School sensory/culinary garden. 
One of the primary goals of a school garden is to encourage and provide a range of 
opportunities for community interaction and build links between the children at the school, 
their families, residents and community groups such as the Mount Pleasant Kindergarten 
and the Mount Pleasant Playgroup. A sensory/culinary garden is a garden environment 
that is designed with the purpose of stimulating the senses through plants and materials 
that engage one’s senses of sight, smell, touch, taste, and sound. These types of gardens 
are popular with and beneficial to children, especially those who have sensory processing 
issues, including autism and other disabilities. 
 
Some of the benefits of a school sensory/culinary garden include: 
• Potential to develop school-community partnerships 
• Valuable teaching resources and links to curriculum 
• Provides a physical activity and gardening opportunity for all students, parents and staff 
• Gives students a better understanding of where our food comes from and encourages 
them to try more fruit and vegetables 
 • Assists students to develop skills in gardening, which may not be available at home 
• Supports a sustainable School Environment Management Plan 
• Role modelling successful ecological practices that can be seen by the community 
• Pleasure gained from preparing, growing and harvesting fruit, vegetables and herbs 
 This project is underway. For more information about how it is progressing and how you 
can be involved please keep an eye on the Mount Pleasant Primary school website. 
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International Women's Day Community Lunch
Join us for lunch to celebrate International Women's Day on 
Friday the 8th of March, at the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre, 
on Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol. 12pm-1:30pm

Everyone is welcome! 
Bookings are essential. Contact our reception to make a 
payment to confirm your place. 
Phone: 5329 3273  or email: reception@ballaratnc.org.au 

Enjoy a two course meal for $9, which will include Indian 
style, Aussie style and vegetarian options. 
Our special guest Noreen will tell her story about her 
journey from Pakistan to life in Australia and the Phoenix 
P-12 Community College Choir will also perform on the day.

Community Lunches
The Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre's Our Kitchen Social Enterprise will be hosting a series  

of community lunches during 2019, including Bunch 4 Lunch and other monthly lunches.

Bunch 4 Lunch Community Lunches
The Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre in 
conjunction with the City of Ballarat will 
be hosting 'Bunch 4 Lunch' lunches at 
12-1pm on the first Friday of every month. 
The two-course menu is $5 if you are 
registered with My Aged Care, otherwise 
it is $15. 
 
For further information, or to make a 
booking, call the City of Ballarat Social 
Connections Team on 5320 5771.

The Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre and 
Our Kitchen Social Enterprise will be 
hosting community lunches on the second 
and fourth Friday of each month from 
12pm to 1pm.  
The lunch includes a two course meal for 
$9 and kids under 10 years eat for $4. 
There will be meat and vegetarian options 
and also dessert. 
 
Bookings are essential. Contact our 
reception to make a payment to confirm 
your place. Phone: 5329 3273 or email: 
reception@ballaratnc.org.au.
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Cultural Connections Murals at Mt Pleasant Primary School
Connecting with culture is an important value of the Mt Pleasant Primary School. As part of 
the Engaging Mount Pleasant Community initiative, students have been involved in the 
creation of an Indigenous artwork mural located at the school. 
The mural aims to empower the Indigenous students at the school and encourage them 
to be proud of their cultural heritage. Pictured below are some artworks completed by a 
local Indigenous artist, and Elder Uncle Murray placing his hand print on a mural that 
depicts the Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander flag.

My name is Kate Robinson and I am thrilled to be appointed 
the new Principal at Mt Pleasant Primary School. It is 
wonderful to be at such a vibrant school in the heart of 
Ballarat! 
I have previously worked at Ballarat Regional Education Office 
within the School Improvement Team, have been Assistant 
Principal at two primary schools in Melbourne’s West and 
presented at Oxford University, United Kingdom on Leading 
Literacy education in Australian schools. 

I am passionate about developing authentic student voice by empowering our students to 
make a difference in their own lives and the lives of others. It has been wonderful 
spending time with students, families and teachers to learn about their passions and 
aspirations for our community. 
We are currently taking enrolments across the school so please get in touch for a tour. 
You can stay up to date with everything at Mt. Pleasant Primary School by liking our 
Facebook page! https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mount-Pleasant-Primary-School 
 
Or check out our website: http://www.mtpleasps.vic.edu.au  
Or call us: (03) 5332 3646 
 

Welcome to the new Mt Pleasant Primary School Principal
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This newsletter is proudly produced by the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre. Call 5329 3273.  
Email: reception@ballaratnc.org.au; Meet us at Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol                          
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/BallaratNC or Visit our website www.ballaratnc.org.au 

And we are happy to include contributions from local community groups and organisations. 

Mt Pleasant Christmas Carols 2018
The 2018 Mt pleasant Christmas Carols were held in the Primary School Art Centre on 
Sunday the 9th of December. Approximately 250 people enjoyed the event, highlighting 
outstanding festive music and Christmas Carols. 
The evening commenced with a traditional welcome song performed by Uncle Murray 
and his two granddaughters, followed by a performance by the Sweet Mona’s Choir. The 
Little Brass Band were the mainstay of the evening, playing as people arrived and 
continuing to accompany the Phoenix P-12 Community College and Mt Pleasant Primary 
School Choirs. Other activities included making Christmas Chains organised by the 
Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre, games provided by the YMCA and of course Santa and 
his helpers made an appearance, supported by the Ballarat Police. The Bean Me Up 
Coffee Van and the Hippie Whippy Ice-cream Van were also enjoyed in addition to 
people's own picnics. 


